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SUBJECT: REPORTED FRENCH/BRAZILIAN EFFORT TO RESOLVE 
ANGOLAN CONFLICT 

REF: STATE 026067 

1 . WE ASKED REFTEL QUESTION OF ALAIN BRIOTTET, FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S STAFF ASSISTANT WHO ACCOMPANIED SAUVAGNARGUES 
TO BRASILIA. BRIOTTET SAID UPI DESPATCH EXAGGERATES 

WHAT ACTUALLY WAS DISCUSSED ABOUT ANGOLA BETWEEN SAUVAG- 
NARGUES AND BRAZILIAN FOREIGN MINISTER. 

2. DISCUSSION WAS INITIATED BY SAUVAGNARGUES, WHO QUES- 
TIONED WISDOM OF BRAZIL’S EARLY DECISION TO RECOGNIZE 
MPLA AND MAINTAIN AN EMBASSY IN LUANDA ACCREDITED TO 
MPLA. SAUVAGNARGUES ARGUED THAT BRAZIL’S DECISION 
SERVED ONLY TO HARDEN MPLA ATTITUDE TOWARD NEGOTIATED 
SOLUTION. SAUVAGNARGUES WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN CHANGING 
AZEREDO’S MIND ON THIS ISSUE, BUT DID OBTAIN HIS AGREE- 
MENT TO OPPOSE ALL FOREIGN INTERVENTION. AND TO SUPPORT 
A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION AMONG ALL THE FACTIONS. THERE 
WAS NO RPT NO AGREEMENT TO TAKE ANY JOINT DIPLOMATIC 
INITIATIVES WITH RESPECT TO ANGOLA. 
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3. AFP DESPATCH FROM BRAZIL WAS SLIGHTLY MORE NUANCED 
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THAN UPI STORY. AFP WIRE SAID "SAUVAGNARGUES SAID 
THERE IS A CONVERGENCE OF VIEWS BETWEEN FRANCE AND 
BRAZIL ON SEVERAL MAJOR PROBLEMS OF THE MOMENT, CITING 
AMONG OTHERS THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE AND AFRICA. ON 
THIS LATTER POINT, SAUVAGNARGUES IMPLIED THE POSSIBIL- 
ITY OF A JOINT DIPLOMATIC ACTION TO TRY AND SOLVE THE 
ANGOLAN PROBLEM. OUR TWO COUNTRIES, SAUVAGNARGUES SAID, 
WANT THE SOLUTION TO THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM TO BE AN AFRI- 
CAN SOLUTION, EXCLUDING ALL FOREIGN INTERFERENCE OR 
IMPLANTATIONS, AND IT IS NOT EXCLUDED THAT WE MIGHT 
CONCERT OUR EFFORTS IN ORDER TO TRY TO MOVE THE SITUA- 
TION IN THIS DIRECTION." 

4. COMMENT: SAUVAGNARGUES MAY HAVE HAD SOME VAGUE 
IDEA OF A POSSIBLE JOINT FR ANCO-B RAZILI AN INITIATIVE 
WHEN HE WAS STILL IN BRASILIA, BUT IT WAS APPARENTLY 
DISCARDED BY THE TIME HE RETURNED HOME. HIS ASSISTANT, 

IN ANY EVENT, HAS THE FEELING THAT THE BRAZILIAN FOR 
EIGN MINISTER WAS NOT VERY RECEPTIVE TO ANY CHANGE OF 
POSTURE ON THE ANGOLAN ISSUE. 
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